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Sotaro Nakai’s Movement of Ideas during The Taisho Period:
Analyzing the Practice of Bakusen Tsuchida.

TANO Hatsuki

Abstract:

Sotaro Nakai specialized in aesthetics and art history at the Kyotoshiritsu Kaiga Senmongakko (Kyoto City
Professional School of Painting) from 1909 to 1949. His students organized, in 1918, the Kokuga Sosaku Kyokai
(The Association for The Creation of New Japanese-style Painting), which played an important role in modern
Japanese art and aesthetics. Nakai not only turned their attention to individual subjects related to the classics
or to the West, but he also searched for the universal basis of beauty— how to draw, how to live. This approach
inspired Bukusen Tsuchida, a member of KSK, who tried to create a new style of Japanese painting from
various experiments. Instead of focusing on the Kano school, the mainstream faction of painting circles in
Tokyo, Bakusen chose the Hasegawa school of the Momoyama period as his object of study. Bakusen's position
probably arose from the context of Nakai's hopes for a Japanese Renaissance in art inspired by Momoyama
classics. Nakai strived to pick out the decorative elements of Momoyama period paintings that gave expression

to the universal idea of "Life" and encouraged his students to project their own lives onto their works.

Key words : Modern Japanese art history, Japanese-style painting in Kyoto, Taisho period

289






