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Jjogbali and Oksuni: Colonists and the “Other” Korea within Kobayashi
Masaru's Literature

HARA Yusuke

Abstract:

In the postwar era, Kobayashi Masaru (1927-1971), who had been a second-generation colonist to Korea and
still identified himself as a colonist, wrote many novels set in colonial Korea based on his own experiences
there. In the novels, a distinct pattern can be seen in the narrative structures as well as the depictions of
colonized Korean people and their relations to the Japanese. More specifically, in many of the novels, Kobayashi
illustrates how events that undermine colonial rule, such as the Korean independence movement and Japan’s
defeat in the Pacific War, serve as a spark that exposes the true, hostile face of Koreans who previously appeared
to be submissive to the Japanese rulers. By tracing this process, Kobayashi brings to light the fear and guilt
that had been deposited in the Japanese colonists’ psyches. In doing so, he attempted to recapture the authentic
otherness of Koreans, who had been represented within a polarized colonial discourse as either submissive,

assimilated colonial subjects or rebellious malcontents (futei senjin).

Keywords: Kobayashi Masaru, colony, Korea, postwar Japan, colonialism
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