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A Study of Discourses Showing the Development of the Landscape
Conservation Concept in Kyoto

TWATA Kyoko

Abstract:

Previous research about modern Kyoto takes it for granted that a natural sentiment always existed among the
public for landscape conservation. To clarify how and when the concept of landscape conservation developed in
Kyoto, this paper reviews discourses on the ownership and management of land from the early Meiji period to
the 1930s, focusing on documents of the Kyoto prefectural and municipal assemblies, as well as professional
journals related to city planning. When the national government created parklands, from the 1870s, and
forestlands, from the 1880s, it did so using land transferred from private owners. However, this study finds that,
during the 1930s, the creation by the government of landscape districts, which included forests, parks, and
urban areas, involved a greater number and variety of stakeholders, so it was difficult for the government to
gain management control over them only through ownership. Consequently, in a meandering process, the
concept of landscape conservation developed to cover the management of forestlands and parks and urban
areas, and to get widespread approval for land to be managed regardless of who owns it. Thus, in the 1930s,
Kyoto's landscape policy expanded from managing land to also leading people’s minds towards accepting the

concept of landscape conservation.

Keywords: Kyoto, forestry management, park, landscape district, conservation of landscape, ownership
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