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The Creation and Evolution of the “Momoyama” Concept within
Modern Studies of Japanese Art History

Daniel SASTRE DE LA VEGA

Abstract:

The term “Momoyama period” was first included within art history studies in Japan in the first decade of the
20% century. This article addresses the process of the configuration of the term within the timeline of Japanese
art history. Several monographs and journal articles published during the first decade of the 20 century are
compared to understand the manifold character of this process. Okakura Tenshin (1862-1913) proposed, in his
Japan Art History (Nihonbijutsu-shi) of 1890, the first art historical periodization of Japanese art which used the
denominations Toyotomi Period (Toyotomi no jidai) or Toyotomi Kanpaku, copying the models used at the time
in the discipline of Japanese history. Starting with the architecture section of the Japanese exhibition for the
1900 Paris World Exhibition, where the denomination “Momoyama” was adopted, and continuing with its use by
Yokoi Tokifuyu (1860-1906) in his 1901 monograph on Japanese art, the development of the new terminology for
the period in the art historical discourse is traced. An important factor in the process was the appeal that 16t
century Kyoto held for Meiji period Japanese, who saw in its wealth, political upheavals and opening to foreign

influences a predecessor of the profound changes taking place in their own time.

Keywords: Momoyama art, Okakura Tenshin, Meiji period, periodization, Yokoi Tokifuyu
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