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Internal Colonization and Social Policy in the Theory of Takaoka Kumao:
The Debate about German Internal Colonization Studies at Hokkaido
Imperial University

BANSHO Kenichi

Abstract:

Takaoka Kumao was a scholar of colonial policies who formulated an academic system of colonial policy, first, at
Sapporo Agricultural College and, then, at Hokkaido Imperial University. This paper considers the internal
colonization theory of Takaoka Kumao from the perspectives of social policy and ethnic policy. First, the paper
describes the colonial policy course at Hokkaido Imperial University, tracing its lineage from Sato Shosuke, who
held the first chair of colonial policy at Sapporo Agricultural School, to Takaoka Kumao. Second, using
Takaoka's work The System of Internal Colonies in Prussia, the author shows that there is both an ethnic
policy aspect and a social policy aspect to internal colonial theory. Third, using a controversy between Takaoka
and Inada Shunsuke in the sociological society Nihon Syakai Gakuin, it is argued that internal colonial theory

improved in the Taisho era.

Keywords: Takaoka Kumao, internal colonization, social policy, chair of colonial policy at Hokkaido Imperial

University, population problem
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