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Youths with Disability Who Carried Korea's Disability Rights Movement:
Repeated Integration of Disability Organizations from 1990 to 1998

CHONG HeeKyong

Abstract:

This paper argues that the integration of disabled youth organizations during the 1990s in Korea was the result
of the disabled youths’ efforts to maintain their reform movement and their failure to form a philosophy and
ideology of their own for the disability rights movement. This research is based on interviews with movement
participants, organization newsletters, and the “Disabilities and Welfare Newspaper.” The following points are
clarified. First, the Social Reform Movement in the 1980s, which aimed to topple the military government and
reform social institutions to respect human rights, inspired disabled youths in Korea to start their own
disability rights movement, which achieved disability rights legislation in 1989. Second, from the early 1990s,
the New Society Movement, which turned their focus on social issues once democratic government had been
established, began to expand, but the disability rights movements continued to be concerned with the Social
Reform Movement, so disabled youth organizations went through repeated integration. Third, the disabled
youth movement realized the limitation of the Social Reform Movement and merged with Disabled People’s

International in 1989, abandoning their ten-year effort in maintaining the reform movement.

Keywords: Korea, disability rights movement, social reform movement, integration and separation
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