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Why Are Severely Disabled People Unable to Go to School in South
Korea:
The Case of a Night School for Disabled People

KWAK JeongRan

Abstract:

It has been considered that severely disabled people have been excluded from compulsory education in South
Korea due to economic difficulties or the decision of parents and severely disabled people to avoid schooling. The
author insists that these reasons are insufficient for explaining why many severely disabled people get no
proper education under the established system of free and compulsory education, in which parents have a
responsibility to send their children to school. This study attempts to identify the problems within the
compulsory education system and school administration that cause severely disabled people to not attend
school. The research is based on an analysis of Nodeulbaram, a publication of a night school for severely
disabled people, and a review of relevant laws and an examination of school administration. Three main reasons
are identified. First, severely disabled people are the only people allowed by law to be exempted from schooling.
Second, schools are allowed to refuse admission to severely disabled people, and they do not have adequate
barrier free environments. Third, there is a lack of special schools and insufficient understanding of the concept
of rehabilitation. These three problems, which are intertwined, have worsened the education situation for

severely disabled people.

Keywords: severely disabled people, compulsory education, provision of exemption from schooling, schooling,
South Korea
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