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Postwar Taiwan Railways as Taiwan's Resistance Strategy

TSAI Cheng-Lun

Abstract:

Most preceding research on Taiwan Railways has been conducted from the viewpoints of economics and
management and has tended to focus on management efficiency, state ownership, and universal service.
However, Taiwan Railways current situation, including its financial problems, is also related to its history. For
example, the huge size of its long-term debt, retirement and pension outlays, and equipment costs is a negative
inheritance from the government’'s postwar policy of state enterprise. If we ignore this history, we cannot
understand the true core of Taiwan Railways problems. This paper reviews the history of Taiwan Railways in
the postwar era, focusing on its role as a resistance strategy. It shows how Taiwan Railways was used as a tool
to resist outside forces, as well as to suppress the Taiwanese people, and how this suppression was a measure
for stabilizing the nation, especially in the face of communist China’s threat to Taiwan. Also, the paper
examines how state enterprise in the postwar era has protected Taiwan relative to the influence of Japan, the
partnership with the U.S.A., and the threat of China. In this way, the relation between Taiwan Railways' history

and its current management and privatization is clarified.

Keywords: state enterprise, Taiwan Railways, resistance strategy, suppression measure, condemnation
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