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Outline of Takashiyama Hyakusenkai Activities in the First Two
Decades of the 20" Century

YAMAMOTO Masako

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to outline the activities, in the first two decades of the 20 century, of Takashiyama
Hyakusenkai, Takashimaya Department Store's design committee, which was responsible for conceptualizing
new designs and principles for the season’s kimonos. After clarifying Hyakusenkai's history, based on
Hyakusenkai Hyakkai-shi [Commemorative History of Hyakusenkai on its 100 Exhibition], the study examines
more closely the active promotion, starting at the turn of the century, of the creation of new kimono designs by
Takashimaya and the role performed, during the same period, of five Hyakusenkai advisers: an aesthetician, an
art historian, an artist, and two poets. In addition, this study focuses on Kenichi Kawakatsu, an employee of
Takashimaya who assumed leadership of Hyakusenkai activities. The paper traces briefly Kawakatsu's
personal history, and shows his role in managing and leading the activities of the Hyakusenkai department.
This research shows that Kawakatsu and the advisers of Hyakusenkai had close personal and professional

relationships and that they strongly influenced the creation of new kimono designs by Takashimaya.

Keywords: Takashimaya, Hyakusenkai, kimono, modern, Kenichi Kawakatsu
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