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A Local Elite as an Individual Who Participates in a Shift of a Concept
of Landscape: A Study of the Landscape Management Policy of Regional
Bureaucrat Kobayashi Yoshiaki in Kyoto

TWATA Kyoko

Abstract:

The landscape conservation movement in modern Japan reflects the characteristics of local communities and
the historical backdrop of the time. Previous studies have emphasized the involvement of local leaders in
landscape conservation and have largely overlooked the efforts of individuals bridging between national issues
and local conditions. Based on municipal government documents and articles of newspapers and professional
journals, this paper considers the landscape conservation movement in Kyoto City in the 1930s by analyzing the
activities of a regional bureaucrat, KOBAYASHI Yoshiaki, in the city’'s Saga district during that period. In
contrast to his representation in previous studies, the research shows that Kobayashi, who was involved in the
conception of Arashiyama Hoshokai, a local group dedicated to improving the area’s surroundings to promote
tourism, played a role as a local elite in Saga. During the 1930s, Saga experienced disaster and was consolidated
into Kyoto City. In response to the unique characteristics of Saga and the hopes of the people there, Kobayashi
developed a concept of landscape management in which the scenery of historical spots and forests is managed

through the local efforts of local people. In this we can see the regional bureaucrat’'s localness.

Keywords: landscape management, landscape conservation, disaster, municipal consolidation, local elite
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