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B IV YA VITE AWM O R D CHMEOHE

A Reconsideration of Michiel Chion's Theory of Sound and Voice in
Cinema: An Analysis of 2001: A Space Odyssey

OCHI Tomoyoshi

Abstract:

This paper aims achieve an integrated and consistent understanding of Michiel Chion's theory of cinematic
sound (actor's lines, music and sound effects). Chion has defined the relationship between sound and screen in
cinema through three categories: on-screen sound, off-screen sound and non-diegetic sound. However, Chion has
also introduced the concept of acousmatic sound to define voices from an invisible presence. The relation
between the former concept and the latter one, however, has not been clearly defined in criticism so far. This
paper looks at 2001: A Space Odyssey, a film which Chion has taken up in his writings on cinematic sound over
many years. In particular, the paper examines the sequences related to the above mentioned three categories of
cinematic sound together with the acousmétre of the invisible presence of the voice of the spaceship’s computer,
HAL. In doing so, the examination reveals that latter concept throws into confusion the former one.
Nevertheless, this combined perspective may be useful for reconsidering Chion’s conceptual system in a new
light.

Keywords: Michiel Chion, cinema, 2001: A Space Odyssey, acousmatic, voice
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