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A History of Changes in the Medical Treatment of Leprosy:
The National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien in the 1960s

TANAKA Mami

Abstract:

Although there have been various research studies based on interview surveys with persons with Hansen's
disease, even in medical history, there has been little research about medical treatments for Hansen's disease in
the 1960s or about the perceptions of medical professionals and institutionalised patients regarding the changes
in medical treatment at that time. This paper aims to describe changes in the way of treating Hansen's disease
at the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, in Okayama, Japan during the 1960s. By doing so, we can
understand what sort of problems related to Hansen's disease became prominent in that period, when the
disease came to be curable and people with Hansen's disease were able to return to society. The method of this
research is a descriptive analysis based upon documents, including articles from Aisei and Leprosy, a medical
journal about Hansen’s disease, of the Kamiya Library of the National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien. The
analysis reveals the following three points about the 1960s. First, there was shortage of doctors who could deal
with Hansen's disease, a situation that had continued from before the war. Second, a drug resistant bacterium

appeared. Third, many difficulties surfaced in the return of people with Hansen's disease to society.

Keywords: leprosy, medicine, National Sanatorium Nagashima-Aiseien, Kamiya, Mieko

treatment-resistant leprosy
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