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Chinese Overseas Christian Transnational Networks:
A Case Study of the Chinese Christian Mission

MORI Kainei

Abstract:

This paper examines the non-traditional religion of Protestants in Chinese Overseas society in an attempt to
criticize the essentialist premise known as the “diaspora” that Chinese Overseas research possesses by
employing the approach from arguments in Sinophone Literature that object to the direction of Chinese
Overseas research. In other words, this paper will examine the possibility of connection through heterogeneity
toward China, the origin of Chinese Overseas, by focusing on the experience of those religious practices of
Protestants in Chinese Overseas society that differ from “Chineseness.” To be specific, the parachurch
organization of the Chinese Christian Mission established in 1961 will be discussed as a case study. The
missionary activities that the organization carries out, mainly through written mission work, using the monthly
mission magazine Chinese Christian Mission, had the role of providing a common field that enabled exchanges
of belief-related experiences between Chinese Overseas worshippers that had been substantially segmented due
to being in multiple societies. Such a perspective of connection through heterogeneity is believed to be able to
contribute to a methodological upgrade of the entire field of Chinese Overseas research and not just research on

the non-traditional religion of Chinese Overseas.

Keywords: Chinese Overseas, Protestantism, diaspora, parachurch organization, Sinophone Literature
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