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Local Politics of the Sumiyoshi District of Osaka in the Postwar Era:
The Amano Case

YANO Ryo

Abstract:

In the buraku areas of Osaka city, the distribution of aid for the basic survival of the inhabitants did not begin
with the dowa programs of the postwar era but with the efforts of local welfare commissioners and neighborhood
organizations in the prewar era. However, past studies have not elucidated concretely the relationship between
the activities of the prewar and postwar associations regarding the survival level of the inhabitants. We can
gain an understanding of the points above by examining a buraku area’s leading figure as well as local
associations other than the Buraku Liberation League, the organization that participated deeply in the dowa
programs. To this end, the research reveals the central figure in a buraku area and considers his community
career to show the continuity of control in a small area of Osaka. The paper focuses on the Sumiyoshi district of
Osaka, where the author conducted fieldwork for the purpose of showing the local politics there. The author
analyzes documents related to the historical background of the community career of the area’s dominant figure,
AMANO Kaname.

Keywords: Osaka city, neighborhood association, buraku issue, local welfare comissoner, social policy
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