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A Rhetoric Analysis of Public Assistance-Bashing in Magazine Coverage:
Exclusion of Poor People Disguised as Familism

NAKAMURA Ryota

Abstract:

The public assistance-bashing became a social issue in 2012 in Japan, triggered by a high income comedian
being criticized for not supporting his mother who received public assistance although nothing was fraudulent.
This paper considers it as a problem that this bashing resulted for returning her properly received public
assistance, and examines weekly magazine coverage of this bashing and analyzes how familism is utilized in the
public assistance system. The method used is a social constructionist approach of Joel Best’s rhetoric analysis
on social problems. The result shows that magazine coverage constructed a structure of welfare recipients
conflicting against the taxpayers by using typifying example of welfare fraud and statistics, and constructed the
rhetoric of the national budget deficiency because of increase of public assistance. Media constructed a rhetoric
of welfare fraud is spreading, and it is increasing the pressure on national budget. This rhetoric emphasizes
familism that family has duty to support their family members in problem, although majority of families of
public assistant recipients are poor. The conclusion argues that the rhetoric constructed by magazine coverage

in the public assistance-bashing is in fact excludes low-income group under the disguise of familism.

Keywords: public assistance, duty of support, familism, welfare fraud, sociology of social problems
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