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Resistance Tactics of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
against the Intervention from the Ministry of Finance on the Public
Assistance Standard from 2001 to 2009 in Japan

MIWA Yoshiko

Abstract:

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) is responsible for the public assistance system of the
nation, but it is influenced by various dynamics especially from the ruling parties and the Ministry of Finance
(MOF) in Japan. This paper studies the policy documents and records of official meetings, MOF, and MHLW
under Koizumi's Reform from 2001 to 2009, in order to outline how the government and MOF tried to intervene
MHLW to reduce public assistance expenditure, and how MHLW responded to it, by accepting some reforms
but resisting the others. Especially, MHLW resisted implementing to link public assistance standard with the
price index, and to reduce the reference income class for the standard from the poorest 10 % to about 2 % of
the population, defending their autonomy by delaying or sometimes ignoring implementing the intervening
policy. The paper concludes that, although influenced by the strong pressure from MOF, the MHLW's own value

judgment on the public assistance standard still maintains its control on the social security policy of the nation.

Keywords: public assistance standard, income class, indexation, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare
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