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A Study on the Challenge of Replacing Public Assistance System with
the Income Security System for People with Disability in Japan:
The Discussions Before the Establishment of the Basic Disability
Pension in 1985

TAKASAKA Yasuo

Abstract:

This paper aims to examine the criticism on Japan’s public assistance, which said to deprive the rights of the
beneficiaries, and how the promotion of basic disability pension scheme was failed to replace it, around the
International Year of Disabled Persons 1981. Two different claims were studied: first those of Akira TAKAFUJI,
a scholar who argues income guarantee for people with disabilities together with organizations for people with
disabilities; and second those of Katsuhiro HORI, a scholar and previous bureaucrat of the Ministry of Health
and Welfare. The results finds that 1) Takafuji and the group of people with disability had difficulties forming
the common front because of some differences in their argument. 2) The Ministry continue to regard the public
assistance system as the means to guarantee right to live. 3) The criticism on public assistance had some
influence on the basic pension system based on the social solidarity. 4) The income limitation of the supporting
member was abolished and the number of the pension recipients increased. In conclusion, the challenge to
overcome the public assistance system in the 1980s, made some achievements improving the situation, though

the system itself was not overturned completely.

Keywords: TAKAFUJI Akira, HORI Katsuhiro, public assistance, basic disability pension, social solidarity
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