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Forming “the Local Identity of Naoshima” in Benesse Art Site Naoshima

TAKAMISAWA Nagomi, FURUTA Ken, EDAKI Taéko,
NAGAI Sayako, ATOYAMA Goki

Abstract:

This paper studies the Benesse Art Site Naoshima, an art-related activities in inland sea of Japan by an
educational company Benesse, as a remarkable case of effective regional revitalization through corporate art
project, from the angles of the corporate aim and locality of the community. Benesse repeatedly promoted the
identity of Naoshima Island and local culture as the subject of their art project. This paper aims to clarify
the developing process of “the local identity of Naoshima” to consider the present situation, by studying the
progress in following four field: 1) appeal in Benesse's overseas publicity campaign, 2) histories of Naoshima's
industries, 3) Benesse's previous art projects, and 4) the relationship between art works and the residents in
local communities. The result finds that the residents in Naoshima had flexibly responded to a new relationship
from outside, and they in their original way accepted “the corporate identity of Benesse”, which regard art as a
catalyst for better life (bene=well, esse=to live) . In this way, the residents formed the multilayered “the local

identity of Naoshima” though in small scale, and perform their identity toward outside people.

Keywords: Community Revitalization, Art tourism, Setouchi Triennale, Mecenat, Tetsuhiko FUKUTAKE
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