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What is Important to Realize the End-of-life Care at Home:
A Narrative of a Woman Who Experienced Parents’ Death
at Hospital and at Home

OKEGAWA Kayo

Abstract:

The decision-making of the dying person and the family members is most important to realize the end-of-life
care at home, as well as the supporting medical and care services. This paper aims to clarify how the home-
based end-of-life care was realized in the changing human relationship along the stages of time, based on the
case of a woman, the daughter of the dying mother. The analysis of her interview with narrative approach finds
three time stages from the time of receiving the mother at home untill her death. 1) Deciding to realize the end-
of-life care at home among struggle with elder siblings after their father’s death at hospital. 2) Taking care of
the mother at home with her youngest daughter as the primary caregiver, arranging nurses, caregivers, and
helpers to visit home. 3) Realization of the satisfactory end-of-life at home after conquering dissatisfied services
and changing the visiting nurses and care managers. This paper concludes that the condition is important to
realize the end-of-life care at home that allow deciding to care at home, financial power to use social resources

outside, and coordination power.

Keywords: end-of-life care at home, visiting nurse, care, narrative, coordination
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