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Application of Structuralism Anthropology to Social Work:
Understanding Talks of Troublesome Patients by a Myth Model

YANAGIDA Chihiro

Abstract:

Medical and welfare specialists tend to regard certain group of patients as “troublesome patients”, who do not
fit to the conventional problem-solving approaches. This paper aims to find another way for social workers in
hospital to understand these patients. It challenges to apply myth analysis of Claude Lévi-Strauss on talks of
these “troublesome patients”, thus applying structuralism anthropology to social work. It analyzed the talk of a
male patient, who had refused a specialist recommendation to go to a nursing home, but one day he was
hospitalized, and he consented reluctantly to go to a nursing home. The result finds that he had the persistence
not to give up a free life on the surface, and the logic of escape was hidden deeply. This means that logic could be
found in the talk of “troublesome patient” by applying a myth analysis. A patient is understood by a myth
model. In conclusion, the paper argues the possibility of problem-unsolving approach, that social workers find
logic in “troublesome patients”.

Keywords: discharge planning, troublesome patients, indigenous knowledges, myth model, patient

understanding
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