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Conditions that Enable “Equal Pay for Reduced Work”
in the Employment of People with Disabilities: The Case Study
of Different Treatment and Equal Treatment of Disabled Educators

KURIKAWA Osamu

Abstract:

In Japan’'s employment of people with disabilities, cases of ‘equal payment of reduced work’, whereby those
people could manage workload according to their disability levels and were treated fairly in terms of payment
conditions, have been found since the 1990s. The paper shows what conditions the ‘equal payment of reduced
work’ consist of and how it was claimed. I examine the cases of 5 teachers with disabilities by using texts such
as The journal of the Association of Teachers with Disabilities and these teachers’ personal records. As a result,
there were commonalities that these teachers left them disabled, were full-time employees at public school. The
commonalities can be explained as the factors to reduce their workload supported by the idea of inclusive
different treatment. The claim of ‘equal payment of reduced work’ requires the following 4 conditions: (1) The
teachers should be full-time employees not based on a merit-based pay system; (2) they received it as accidents
security for people with acquired disabilities; (3) working fewer hours and assigning additional personnel were

flexibly provided; (4) it reached an agreed decision between the teachers and their employers.

Keywords: Teachers with disabilities, reduced work, equal pay, reasonable consideration, inclusive different

treatment
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