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Changes in Caring Responsibilities as seen in Mothers
Who Have Children with Developmental Disabilities:
The Cause Responsibility to Outcome Responsibility

NISHIOKA Chika

Abstract:

Autism spectrum, a developmental disability, has been understood to be caused by lack of maternal love.
However, by a growing biological understanding of disorders, mothers seem to be absolved from the
responsibility of the cause. This paper compares caring responsibilities for family members or children with
disabilities with those for them with developmental disabilities by reviewing previous studies. Interviewing 7
mothers with developmental disabilities, the result shows the fact that these mothers choose their preferred
medical care through the justification such as their self-conviction. Regarding narratives of supports, moreover,
the mothers internalize medical professionals’ suggestions of early detection, early support, and prevention of
secondary disabilities, all of which they choose in pursuit of educational success of their child. From these
findings, the caring responsibilities placed on mothers with developmental disabilities are attributed to them in
any outcome concerning people with developmental disabilities after their preference behavior due to the

internalization of professional knowledge

Keywords: developmental disorder, mother, care responsibility, selection
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