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Antiestablishment Movement among Visually Impaired Students:
Reconsidering the Case of the School for the Blind,
Tokyo University of Education

YAMAGUCHI Kazunori

Abstract:

Zoshigaya Fight (zoshigaya toso), which began at the Tokyo University of Education School spread for the
Blind in 1972, is one of antiestablishment movements among visually-impaired students spread from the 1960s
to the 1980s throughout Japan.This paper examines the zdshigaya fight dividing student protesters into two
groups by underlying motives into two groups: students who argued a non-degree course to learn the skills of
sanryo (three treatment of massage, acupuncture and moxibustion) and those who did not take a regular
course. I focus on the students in the regular course in order to analyze the cause of the fight, which cannot
simply be simplified to frustration of students in the non-degree course. The reason that the students in the
regular course participated in the protest was also to seek their career options outside of the School for the
Blind. The zashigaya fight is attributed to criticism to the entire education for the blind, and the issue of sanrya
was part of it. The study concludes that the zdshigaya fight is a protest movement for aspiring for freedom ‘out
of the school for the blind’ as a whole.

Keywords: Disability Movement, School for the Blind, Three Therapy (sanryo), Independence and Dependence
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