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Tahei Imamura and the Theory of ‘Sound-picture Protoplasm':
Reconsidering Multisensory ‘Protoplasm Theory’ in Animation

WANG Qionghai

Abstract:

In recent animation studies, scholars have attempted to redefine Eisenstein’s protoplasm theory not from a
single visual perspective but from a synesthetic one located at an intersection between vision and audition.
However, the scholars have long subordinated audition as a secondary sense derived from vision. To reconsider
the unequal situation, this paper focuses on Tahei Imamura (1911-86), an acclaimed animating film theorist in
wartime Japan. Imamura, though criticized as failed to understand the protoplasm theory, not only claimed his
similar theory to the protoplasm one but also discussed it as multisensory from both visual and auditory
perspectives by using the term ‘sound picture’ (onga). The examination shows the finding that Imamura
clarified how the vision-audition relationship is concerned with media environment, by discussing the
importance of ‘protoplasm of sound picture’ to recover from media-induced sensory segmentation as well as by

refiguring the relationship in the protoplasm theory as equal.

Keywords: sound picture, protoplasm, Tahei Imamura, animation, film sound
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