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The Limits and Possibility of Richard Rorty's “Cruelty”

Masataka Kawasaki

Abstract:

Richard Rorty’s philosophy is known for his sensational and provocative thoughts. In particular, his notion of
anti-foundationalism, which is an undoubtable challenge to Platonist-Kantianism, is thought as a historical
turning point of Western philosophy, Rorty defines liberalism in political philosophy as both derived from
Judith Shklar’s and reducing as much of cruelty to others as possible. Critics have discussed Rorty’s ethics, in
which cruelty should be more clearly defined, while he responded the critiques by claiming it to be shown in an
acyclic way. This paper reexamines his ethical thoughts in order to explore the possibility that cruelty

synonymous with suffering, the idea of his key ethics, can be applied ethically.

Keywords: Richard Rorty, cruelty, humiliation, liberal
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