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The Transformation of the Representation of Yodo-gimi in Drama
and Kabuki in the Late Meiji Period: With a focus on Tsubouchi Shoyo
and Nakamura Utaemon V.

SHIMAZU Maho

Abstract:

Yodo-gimi (1569-1615), one of Toyotomi Hideyoshi's wives and the mother of his heir to the throne, has been
represented as an important female figure of the Sengoku period in Japan. Since the mid-Edo period, she has
also been portrayed as a ‘bad woman’ who brings the Toyotomi clan’s downfall. Scholars have pointed her
depiction transformed as a "strong mother" or "strong woman" in kabuki plays prevalent during the late-Meiji
period, promoted by the policy ‘wealthy country and strong military’. This paper focuses on two seminal figures
in Yodo-gimi's dramatization during the time: a playwright Tsubouchi Shoyo (1859-1935) and a kabuki
performer Nakamura Utaemon V (1866-1940) demonstrating their artistic philosophy. To analyze the
transformation of her idiosyncratic representation from the Edo period, I examine Shoyo's theory of Japanese
modern drama and materials such as photographs and records of Utaemon’s performance as the role of Yodo-
gimi in Shoyo's dramatization. From the analysis, Shoyo portrays her as a complex human, and in the role of
her Utaemon concretizes the concept of heroism, elegance, and modern ‘hysteria’. It is concluded that their
representations were supported by both emerging intellectuals claiming Japan's modernization and a creative

movement for new types of onnagata (female role).

Keywords: Kabuki, Drama, Meiji era, Yodo-gimi
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