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Generating ‘Surprise’ Effect in Fiction Films: The Verification
of the generation from the Viewpoint of Foreshadowing Device

NISHIKAWA Hidenobu

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to reverse engineer surprise effects found in fiction films based on narrative
structure. These surprises are suddenly evoked after a generation process of one's feelings of ‘expectation’, more
simply put, are a type of surprises to follow or disappoint their expectations. The effects of the surprises, which
are not profound but easily forgotten, have not drawn academic or critical interest though these are widely
found in the history of cinema. To illuminate the unexplored issue, this paper attempts to identify surprise
phenomenon from the perspective of planting and payoff structure. Referring to Todd Berliner's and Vera
Tobin's concepts of planting, I analyze the generation process of surprise effects as used in fiction films. The
process to transform from an existing schema to a new one can also explain important foreshadowing to make

the transformation based on the concept of ‘hidden information’.

Keywords: Narrative structure, cognitivism, surprise, emotion, affect
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