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The Family practices for Siblings:
Life History of Adult Siblings Who Have Families with Disabilities

FUJII Azusa

Abstract:

In previous studies on family members with disabilities, siblings have been considered as secondary presences
to succeed some tasks of caring for the disabled members, which the parents have taken after their demise.
Focusing on family practice of ‘siblings standing as siblings’, this paper analyzes the life history of an adult
sibling. From the analysis, the sibling does not necessarily assume all her parents’ responsibilities but attempts
to maintain her position as a sibling of family member with disabilities. The sibling also plays a multiple role in
considering her mother’s decisions as well as hers, supporting her indirectly, and connecting her with welfare
workers. It is remarkable that the sibling maintains her status as a sibling respecting the mother as the
primary caregiver and supporting her maternal caring role. This research can be applied to a wide range of the
studies on caring practice exclusively discussed in a dyadic relationship between children with disabilities and

their mothers.

Keywords: Siblings, Families with members with disabilities, Post parental loss, Life course
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