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How Are Mother Norms over the Relationship of Residents Understood
at the Maternal and Child Support Living Facility?

HENNA Moe

Abstract:

This study examines how staff members at maternal and child support facilities continue to inculcate maternal
norms to the residents through their support. While childcare’s socialization is increasingly prioritized in
Japan, most studies of social welfare on maternal and child support facilities have been critically examined,
particularly motherhood norms among facility staff. However, how maternal norms are used and maintained in
support facilities remains unclear. This study analyzes data from an observation survey at Facility X and
interviews with five staff members. The result reveals that the staff perceive residents' romantic relationships
not as a form of socialized child rearing, but as negative impact on it as well as as a cause of mothers’ instable
lives due to their inappropriate partner selection leading to child neglect. Because their negative predictions
about the mothers originate in a shortage of workers at the facilities, the staff who are exhausted by supporting
mothers feeling nervous about their romantic relationships struggle to control them applying a mother norm
saying “for the sake of your child” In conclusion, insufficient resources at the facilities cause not only to impact

malfunction of facility services, but also to reinforce traditional norms.

Keywords: Single mothers, Care, Romantic relationship, Socialization of child rearing
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