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Choices of the Final Resting Place Desired by Residents of Hansen's
Disease Sanatorium

IHA Hiroyuki

Abstract:

This study conducted semi-structured interviews with five residents of a leprosy sanatorium. The objective was
to clarify the desired final place of the residents and to investigate the fluctuations in their emotions when
making that choice. Despite enduring forced isolation within the sanatorium, residents autonomously opted for
the familiar setting as their final resting place. The rationale behind their choice included: (1) The residents
had established deep relationships with the sanatorium staff, expressing a desire for the staff to be with them
in their final moments. (2) Even under forced isolation, residents had consistently negotiated with the facility
and its staff to ensure increased staffing and improved quality of life, leading to a desire to spend their final
moments in familiar surroundings. (3) They harbored feelings of not wanting to be a burden to their children
or families. (4) Many residents, in addition to the aftereffects of leprosy, had multiple medical conditions,
leading them to choose a sanatorium where they could receive medical care with confidence. The above four

factors were identified.

Keywords: Hansen's disease sanatorium, Residents, Final Stages of Life, Chose of the final resting place
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