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Influences of “Meaningless and Barren Jobs” on Special Needs Education Practices:
Insights from an Interview with a Teacher in Public School.

KITAMI Yumi

Abstract:

There are discussions about special needs education when teacher determine which students to support: doubts
about the medicalization of education and measures to rethink developmental disabilities from a social model of
disability that avoids such medicalization. This study mentions the need to address an aspect of these
discussions that has been relatively overlooked. This study aims to examine teachers’ perceptions of
educational practices, known for their controversial role in medicalizing education. By conducting interviews
with a teacher who isn't directly involved in special needs education, we investigate how teachers perceive
these practices and the school's internal situation. Key finding includes: (1) a surge in truant students and
those for special needs education has intensified teacher workloads. Therefore intelligence tests are often used
to justify the selection of students for it (2) in the audit culture, a vicious cycle has emerged in which the
creation of students’ documents useful for realizing inclusive education has also accelerated teacher busyness,
become a skeleton, and become sterile. Based on these considerations, this research point out the need to
increase the number of teachers in charge of it and to aim for securing teachers’ margin, including streamlining

the document creation.

Keywords: special needs education, public school, teacher busyness, bullshit jobs, audit culture
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