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The Relativization of Shogi Meijin Status:
Tracing the Shift from Lifetime Meijin to Merit-Based Meijin

MATSUMOTO Iori

Abstract:

This paper outlines the transition process from lifetime Meijin (Shogi Master) to merit-based Meijin, and
examines the transition of positioning of Meijin in the shogi world brought about by the merit-based transition.
The transition from lifetime to merit-based mastership has been viewed as a positive advancement in the
economic growth of the shogi world. However, this shift has also altered the perception of the Meijin role,
suggesting that the title should be attributed to the most skilled shogi player. Consequently, with the
introduction of multiple merit-based titles, the absolute status of the Meijin has transformed into a relative
status. Accordingly, dan (ranks in the shogi world) based on Meijin no longer reflect merit, and dan have lost
their role as an indicator of merit. In addition, the introduction of the handicap system after 3 win differentials
greatly eroded the authority of Meijin and made the relativization of the status of Meijin more pronounced. In
conclusion, the transition from lifetime to merit-based Meijin has led to significant economic progress.
However, apart from this progress, it has also emphasized the importance of merit, resulting in a shift of Meijin

from an absolute to a relative status.

Keywords: Shogi, lifetime Meijin, merit-based Meijin, Relativization
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