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A [REREWRE] THoHEIND %0 RENIED L) 2k#z N5 shilz0h

The Role of Day-Care Centers in Promoting the Belief that
“Home Childcare is Best™:
An Exploration of the 1965 Guidelines’ Formation

YAMAMOTO Yukiko

Abstract:

During the 1960s, the formulation of day-care center guidelines coincided with an era when the policy of human
resource development emphasized home childcare as the best approach. What role were the day-care centers
given in this value of “home childcare is best”? Motivated by this question, this paper examines the process of
establishing the 1965 version of the day-care center guidelines. An analysis of the process shows that, while the
guidelines suggest that day-care centers should be “home” in terms of the parent-child-relationship they use the
terms “care” and “relaxed atmosphere” to evoke this idea without explicitly referring to a “home”. As a result, it
is clear that the day-care center guidelines were established under the influence of the policy of human
resource development and the early childhood education policy, which included a strong familism that child-

rearing should be based on the responsibility of the family above all else.

Keywords: the day-care center guidelines, home, care, daycare-lacking children, familism
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