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Including Students with Severe Intellectual Disabilities in Regular
Classrooms: One Life History of Cultivating Parental "Beliefs" through
a Local School Experience.

TAKEMURA Fumiko

Abstract:

In 2020, the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities urged Japan to shift from its segregated
education system to an inclusive one. However, the number of children receiving special-needs education in
Japan is increasing. This study examined parents' decisions to enroll their children with severe intellectual
disabilities in regular classes at local elementary and junior high schools. Through analysis of a parental life
history, we identified key factors that influenced their choice of regular classrooms. The study showed that the
parent had a vague hope that her child's education in the community would help him to live in the area, and
that the unexpected development of her own child helped to turn her hopes into beliefs. A child received
support from adults and teachers in the community, who recognized their potential and developed natural,
comfortable relationships with them.The importance of the belief in the child's potential, which preceded the
ideas and techniques of being together, was noted in order for the disabled child to be accepted in the local

school as “one of the studens”.

Keywords: Inclusive education, Severe Intellectual disabilities children, People First
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