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The publicness of public goods

The case of the road
OTANI Masato

Abstract:
“Publicness” has plural meanings. And there are many arguments about the concept. We need a standard of
“Publicness” when we consider social problems according to “publicness”.
On the other hand, the degree of relation with nations or official government is the most traditional standard
for “publicness” in analysing some social issues.
the road is called a typical public good. It has a special nature, materially, socially, economically, and legally.
construction Road is a process of distribution of sapace, and adjustment of people’s interest. In this process,
governments make some political decisions in which the “publicness” standard plays an important role.
This paper firstly explains the fundamental concept and nature of the road. Secondly, a it looks at the road
supply system with regard to the following points.
0 Systems O Legal system and institutions for road supply
0 Budget 0O Budget system of governments and other road-related organizations
Planningd National and local road planning
Adjustment Public use of land and compensation to dispossessed owners, etc

Construction 0 Technical decisions about structure and road design

O O o od

Mainteinance] Mainteinance of facilities and protection against illegal use
As a standard for “publicness” , it is important how the government is related to the road system on these

points .

Key words : Publicness, Standard for Publicness, Public goods, Road
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