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Kitamura Tokoku “Naibu Seimeiron” (Theory of Internal Life)
and Meiji Romanticism

FUKUDA Tomoko

Abstract:

Kitamura Tokoku(1868-1994) was one of Meiji Romanticism poets.

The theory ‘Internal Life’ is his masterpiece in which his literary thought bore fruit.

This thesis shows that Tokoku’s works had the significance as a pioneer in twenties of Meiji era.

It has a similarity to the Schelling aesthetic of German Idealism.

It was natural that the ‘Internal Life’ be interpreted as self confrontation against a society and the
utilitarianism.

Moreover, there was a flat interpretation that the interconnection between the universe and human
inspiration was just a hunger to freedom of human-beings.

However, I consider that it is in the interconnection between universe and human-beings that there is a key
to the answer of secret Tokoku’s artistic works has.

Thus, this thesis is a challenge to explore the possibility of new interpretation of ‘Internal Life’ in the light

of aesthetic, and reveal the metaphysical meaning which present study of literature would not yet refer to.

Key words : Kitamura Tokoku, Naibu Seimeiron(Theory of ‘Internal Life’), Meiji Romanticism, inspiration,

Schelling (aesthetic of German Idealism)
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