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Choice-Theoretic Models of Terrorists

HIGUCHI Yasushi

Abstract:

America attacked Afghanistan and Iraq as counterterrorism to the terrorism on September 11, 2001. However,
terrorism has not been resolved yet. Some people have the feeling that the amount of terrorism has increased
and they question America’s war on terror. This paper introduces some ideas about the relation between
terrorists’ behavior and counterterrorism. Landes(1978) defined terrorists’ expected utility of hijacking and
made empirical research. His analysis gave the following result: when the security at an airport made it a high
probability that terrorists would be arrested, the number of hijackings decreased. However, some terrorists
have chosen suicide terrorism, because deterrence strategy has made it very difficult for terrorists to hijack in
order to achieve their political aims. Next, this paper picks up Frey and Luechinger(2003). They suppose that
governments have two possible strategies, a deterrence strategy and a benevolence strategy. While many people
agree to a deterrence strategy, Frey et al. do not agree, because a hostile relation between terrorists and the
government leads to more conflict. Instead, Frey and Luechinger(2003) argue that counterterrorism is better
achieved by a benevolence strategy, in which, for example, a government might urge terrorists to participate in

an election or a seminar about politics.

Keywords: terrorism, expected utility, deterrence strategy, benevolence strategy
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