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The Use of the “Nikkei” Category in Academic Literature after the
Amendment of Japanese Immigration Law in 1990

ISHIDA Chie

Abstract:

The term “Nikkei” has generally referred to people of Japanese offspring living outside of Japan. However,
since the late 1980s, many Nikkei people have come to Japan to work as unskilled laborers and have brought
their families with them. An amendment of Japanese immigration law in 1990 created the teijusha (long-term-
resident) visa, which made it easier for grandchildren of Japanese nationals and their spouses come to Japan.
From the viewpoint that the official recognition of an ethnic group by the state would have a significant
influence on that group, I review the Nikkei worker literature.

In previous studies, researchers often use the word “Nikkei” to refer to legal migrant workers, because they
can get the tejjusha visa. This has caused “Nikkei” to have the following two meanings: (1) an ethnic group of
Japanese lineage, and (2) a legal status established in 1990.

These two meanings of “Nikkei” are not distinguished clearly in academic discourses and “Nikkei” is utilized
according to the context. This means there can be no clear answer to the question “who are Nikkei?” If
researchers are free to choose and use arbitrarily the name of the people about whom they study, do their

arguments have any significance?

Keywords: Nikkei category, revision of Japanese immigration law, Brazilian people working in Japan,

residence qualification
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