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Anthropologists Discuss the History of “Others”: A Consideration of the
Model of Subjectivity in the Study of Oral Tradition

KONDO Hiroshi

Abstract:

We discuss the model of subjectivity which anthropologists use, especially in two ethnographies and an article
written by Lévi-Strauss. All of these analyze oral tradition to try to inquire into the influence of “white man” on
groups of Amerindians .

In the two ethnographies, we can find a model of subjectivity that attempts to describe “primitives” as a
historical entity. In order to find the continuity of subjectivity in the history of contact with white man, the
anthropologists use a model of subjectivity inspired by verbal communication. In the two ethnographies, we find
that anthropologists find that kind of subjectivity in the process of communication through their fieldwork
experience. On the other hand, Lévi-Strauss adapted his way of analyzing myths to discuss the qualitative
change of subjectivity that came through contact with white man. He did not describe the historical identity of
the Amerindian but produced a history of irreversible change that occurred through contact with white man.
When we consider the fact that anthropology is a product of the white world, or modern world, Lévi-Strauss’
suggestion connotes the possibility of a new way of describing the history of “others” which leads to a

reconsideration of the history of modernity for Amerindians.

Keywords: anthropology, Lévi-Strauss, subjectivity, history, oral tradition
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