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A Consideration about Mythologique

KONDO Hiroshi

Abstract:

In this article, we try to discover a way of reading Lévi-Strauss to understand what he does in Mythologique.
It seems to be hard to understand what Lévi-Strauss does in this series. In order to evaluate the range of his
study, we intensively read vol.l and vol.2 of Mythologique by considering the way it organizes a huge amount of
Amerindian myths.

We discuss four concepts. The first is the problem of “collective subjectivity” in ethnographic description. The
next three are “binary opposition,” “transformation” and “code” in Mythologique. In Mythologique, Lévi-Strauss
re-organizes a huge amount of myths collected by anthropologists and missionaries, and in doing so Lévi-
Strauss is able to release myths from the concepts of ethnic or cultural identity. Instead, he creates a new way
of reading myths utilizing other concepts. First, Lévi-Strauss tries to read the myths of others as
comprehendible stories by finding the mechanism that works in myth, binary opposition. Next, he finds that the
relations among myths from various groups form the viewpoint of transformation. Then, he discusses specific
codes which most of the myths use to make the binary oppositions. With these concepts, Lévi-Strauss shows not

what myths mean but how the myths are told.

Keywords: anthropology, Lévi-Strauss, Mythologique, code, transformation
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