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The Representation of Family in Military Literature: Focusing on
Comparing Lu Jiang’s and Zhang DaChun’s Literary Works

KURAMOTO Tomoaki

Abstract:

This thesis focuses on the representation of the family in military literature to clarify the historical
background and position in society of veteran soldiers in Taiwan.

To indicate the context of the formation of military literature in Taiwan, this research is based on historical
materials and literary texts. As for literary texts, the works of two authors with different backgrounds, Lu Jiang
and Zhang Dachun, are compared and contrasted.

While the Taiwanese author, Lu Jiang, aims to depict veteran soldiers as assailants of women in the making
of a family, the mainland author, Zhang Dachun, tries to depict the loneliness and wretchedness of veteran
soldiers in his work. Although the making of a family may seem different in their works, they share a few
common points. In both works, the veteran soldiers tend to view the family they have right now as a substitute
for the family they lost in the past, and the making of their families eventually meets with failure.

By depicting the veteran soldiers’ attempts to form a family and their setbacks in the process, these works of

military literature aim to record the lives of marginalized veteran soldiers in Taiwan society in the 1980s.

Keywords: military literature, family, diaspora, Lu Jiang, Zhang Dachun
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