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The Historical Significance of the Existence of a Women's Liberation
Group Opposing Gender Equalitarianism: Practices and Assertions of
the Women's Movement in Kyoto against the Employment Equality Act

MURAKAMI Kiyoshi

Abstract:

After 1978, the women's liberation movement of Japan split over the Employment Equality of Men and
Women Act. One part of the movement tried to actively participate in legislation by lobbying political parties.
The other opposed the law on the grounds that it would create a gap between elite female employees and other
women. This thesis examines in detail the thoughts and practices of the anti-legislation group, because it is
little known in the history of feminism, as it was in the minority on this issue. To this end, the author makes an
historical analysis based on leaflets issued by the group.

One hundred and fifty women formed the Executive Committee Opposing Deterioration in the Labor
Standards Law in Kyoto in 1979. They identified themselves as working for authentic women's liberation and
groped for the direction of the movement. Through energetic analysis and discussions with the women who
sought the legislation, the group hardened their opposition to the legislation and criticized the other camp for
merely seeking to acquire limited equality. The group aimed at total liberation for women, so they denied the

policy of promoting equality between women and men in employment as a form of elitism and meritocracy.

Keywords: women's liberation, Employment Equality Act, equality between women and men, women's

empowerment, division of women
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