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Influence of Gender Bias on Self-Decisions Concerning Surrogacy

SADAOKA Minobu

Abstract:

This article examines the ethical conditions for protecting people from the influence of gender bias in
decision-making about surrogacy from the perspectives of feminism and gender.

Gender bias in relation to surrogacy includes the following conditions: 1) that the social structure demands all
women to give birth inevitably; 2) that pregnancy, delivery and childcare are entirely the responsibility of
women; 3) that some women may be compelled by a feeling of self-sacrifice to become pregnant and give birth.

To avoid gender bias, it is recommended that a special institution, where sincere judgments can be made,
should be established. This institution should promote information gathering, consultations, exchange of
opinions, common understanding, exclusion of control and self-decision making. In this institution, staff and
applicants for surrogacy should listen carefully to the stories and experiences of women; moreover, all the
people concerned, including the client of the surrogate mother, should express how they will share the negative

effects of pregnancy and delivery.

Keywords: surrogacy, self-decision, gender bias, ethical condition, sharing negative effects
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