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On Literacy, Language and the Academic Achievement of Deaf Children
with Cochlear Implants

SAKAMOTO Norihito

Abstract:

The author surveys and assesses the literature on the positive and negative relationships among literacy,
academic achievement and the various characteristics of deaf children with cochlear implants. This paper
includes the following topics: (1) the differences between deaf children with and without cochlear implants in
terms of literacy and academic achievement; (2) the extent to which deaf children with cochlear implants catch
up with hearing children in their literacy and academic achievement; (3) the effect of early intervention for deaf
children through an intensive education program and cochlear implantation; (4) the effect of the use of
American Sign Language (ASL) and English in deaf education programs. By analyzing these topics and the
results of previous literature, the author comes to the conclusion that earlier studies have revealed almost

nothing because of research defects, such as small samples, omitted variables and reverse causation.

Keywords: deafness, cochlear implants, literacy, sign language
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