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FR 1899 F | 1908 | 1914 F | 1918F | 1922 %F | 1926 %F | 1930%F | 1934 F | 1938 &

K 7 5 3.8 3.2 2.7 2.7 3 3 3
HiE 7 7 7 7 3.3 3.7 3.1 3.8 3.4
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Effect of Taiwan Railways on the Taiwanese Economy:
Historical and Economic Context of Taiwan Railways

TSAI Cheng-Lun

Abstract:

There is little previous research on the relationship between the Taiwanese economy and Taiwan Railways,
and there may be no previous papers that focus on the subject exclusively.

To focus on the relationship between the economy and the railways, this paper investigates two historical
periods by analyzing the changes in the total quantity of typical commodities and the export quantity of the
same commodities from major ports, and it looks at a third period by looking at freight and highways to show
the situation of Taiwan Railways.

The economy and the railways both experienced expansion in the 20 years centered on 1908, because rail
connections to ports led to increases in exported commodities. In connection with WW I, both the economy and
the railways declined during the 20 years centered on 1945, as evidenced by the reduction by half of principal
commodities. However, from 1960 to the present, although the economy expanded, Taiwan Railways fell behind
highways, airlines and Taiwan High Speed Rail. The economic and transportation changes in this period are
reflected in passenger and freight volume shifts on Taiwan Railways.

Nowadays, Taiwan Railways still has significant influence in passenger transportation, but it must innovate

to deal with competition like THSR.

Keywords: Taiwan Railways, Taiwanese economy, innovate, development, national enterprise
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