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Why Do Basic Income Advocates Support Basic Income?:
Comments on Pragmatic and Principled Cases for Basic Income

SAITO Taku

Abstract:

The purposes of this paper are 1) to consider the distinction between pragmatic cases for basic income and
principled cases for basic income, a distinction that was introduced by Barry [1996] and is accepted in basic
income debates without serious critics, and (2) to propose how to argue for basic income convincingly. It is held
that basic income is a policy which aims to serve some social values or ends. If these values and ends could be
achieved more efficiently by other policy alternatives, which seem to be proposed or pointed out frequently, it
seems, then, that there is no reason to firmly implement basic income. If basic income proponents, nonetheless,
aim to implement basic income, are there any reasons to do so? If there are, how should basic income
proponents argue for basic income? My answer for these questions is that basic income proponents should push
basic income as an institution, not as a policy, because basic income should not be a mere policy, of which its
implementation is judged by empirical data, but, rather, it should be part of the basic structure of a society, as it

is needed by all members of the society.

Keywords: basic income, Philippe Van Parijs, guaranteed minimum income, political philosophy, public policy

analysis
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