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The Background to Changes in the Framework of Permission for
Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis in Japan

TOSHIMITSU Keiko

Abstract:

This article investigates into the politics under which preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) was
introduced to Japan, particularly in the period from 1998, when the Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology
provided the guideline, to 2004, when the Society first permitted the practice.

Despite strong criticism from women’'s and disabled people’s organizations, the Japan Society of Obstetrics
and Gynecology started PGD, hoping to reach a social consensus on this issue by restricting the use to only
diagnosing for the disease genes of serious inherited diseases. However, some sterility clinics, without waiting
for permission from the Society, started preimplantation genetic screening (PGS) in the diagnosis of
chromosomal abnormality from around 2002. Simultaneously, research institutions, like university hospitals,
recognized that diagnosing for disease genes is not sufficient for choosing an embryo good enough for
transplantation and, therefore, decided that PGS is necessary.

Through such a process, the meaning of “selecting a fertilized egg” shifted from “selecting life” to “selecting a
suitable embryo for in vitro fertilization-embryo transfer (IVF-ET),” and thus the social meaning of PGD also
changed. Around 2004, it shifted from “a way to prevent giving birth to babies with an inherited disease” to “a

way to cure sterility” and even to “the pursuit of happiness by women (and their husbands).”

Keywords: preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), preimplantation genetic screening (PGS), prenatal

diagnosis, recurrent spontaneous abortion, politics
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