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Fukiya Koji's Lyric Paintings: His Parisian Period and Animations for
Yumemi-Doji

YAMANAKA Yukiko

Abstract:

Fukiya Koji(1898-1979) is known as a lyric painter of illustrations; besides this, however, he painted pictures
in Paris and was in charge of the original pictures for the animation film Yumemi-Doji. This paper describes his
student days in Paris, and his making of the animation film, giving particular attention to and analysis of two
works, A Child of Mixed Race and his Parents(1926) and Yumemi-Doji(1958).

Fukiya had been ignored in art history from his death to the early 1990s. But in the latter half of the 1990s,
Fukiya's works from his stay in Paris were evaluated, and he has come to be recognized as one of the Japanese
painters in the Ecole de Paris. Meanwhile, Yumemi-Doji has either been ignored or evaluated negatively.
However, I can find two roles that it played at Toei Animation in the 1960s. First, Fukiya's style of painting
embodied a new standard for Toei Animation, which was trying to be the “Disney of Orient.” Second, it was the
first animation film to use made-in-Japan ink.

Fukiya's pictures from his stay in Paris and his work on Yumemi-Doji are different forms, but they both

exhibit the Japanese qualities and lyricism which are characteristics of Fukiya's paintings.

Keywords: Fukiya Koji, Japanese painters of Ecole de Paris, Yumemi-Doji
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