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La premiére et la plus importante conséquence des principes ci-devant établis, est que la volonté générale

peut seule diriger les forces de 'Etat selon la fin de son institution, qui est le bien commun; si I'opposition
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des intéréts particuliers a rendu nécessaire I'établissement des sociétés, c'est I'accord de ces mémes intéréts

qui I'a rendu possible. 16
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Par le pacte social, nous avons donné l'existence et la vie au corps politique: il s'agit maintenant de lui
donner le mouvement et la volonté par législation. Car I'acte primitif par lequel ce corps se forme et s'unit

ne détermine rien encore de ce qu'il doit faire pour se conserver.
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L'homme est né libre, et partout il est dans les fers. Tel se croit le maitre des autres, qui ne laisse pas d'étre
plus esclave qu'eux. Comment ce changement s’est-il-fait ? Je I'ignore. Qu’'est-ce qui peut le rendre

légitime ? Je crois pouvoir résoudre cette question.
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Reconsideration of Minyakuyakkai: Nakae Chomin and the Reader's
World

OKADA Kiyotaka

Abstract:

Nowadays most people read books silently, but in the early Meiji era people often read aloud. Readers read
the text to listeners, and thus both sides could understand it. Moreover the text was sometimes paraphrased
using colloquial expressions. Hence, phonetic reading produced an audience that transcended differences in
dialect or culture. This essay examines Minyakuyakkai (1882), a translation by Nakae Chomin of Rousseau’s
The Social Contract. Researchers have tended to overlook the impact of phonetic reading in disseminating the
text's ideas as widely as possible. This essay focuses on how Western knowledge and the thoughts of Rousseau
or Nakae might have been transmitted in successive readings of Minyakuyakkai through various styles of
reading. Nakae wrote Minyakuyakkai in kanbun, the high literary style of classical Chinese, but he also affixed
special marks to the text to allow the reader to change the kanbun to the kanbun-kundoku style, which was a
widely used writing system of the time and which allowed kanbun to be read with Japanese phonetics. Nakae
also added translation notes to the text. Nakae's explanations and use of kanbun-kundoku style made it easy
for the reader to paraphrase Minyakuyakkai into colloquial expressions. In this way, Minyakuyakkai involved

plural texts.

Keywords: Minyakuyakkai, Nakae Chomin, theory of readers, phonetic reading, kanbun (classical Chinese)
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