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Horimono in Kamigata Ukiyo-e: Yakusha-e in Natsumatsuri Naniwa
Kagami by Umekuni and Hokushii

OHNUKI Naho

Abstract:

This paper focuses on the fact that horimono were represented in Kamigata Ukiyo-e at an early stage by
Syunkosai Hokushi (dates unknown) and Toyokawa Umekuni (dates unknown). These ukiyo-e were published
in 1823 and were based on the kabuki play Natsumatsuri Naniwa Kagami, in which Nakamura Utaemon III
(1778-1838) played as the main actor. Horimono appeared in these works by Hokushi and Umekuni before they
appeared in Ts#zoku Suikoden Goketsu Hyakuhachinin no Hitori by Utagawa Kuniyoshi, which had been
believed in previous studies to be the first ukiyo-e with horimono. In this paper, first, I analyze and consider
their works, and the motifs and composition of their horimono, in order to decipher the meaning and the origins
of horimono. Second, I study the influence of Edo on Nakamura Utaemon III and the situation surrounding
Kamigata Ukiyo-e. From this study, I prove that horimono was represented in Kamigata Ukiyo-e before
Tsiizoku Suikoden Goketsu Hyakuhachinin no Hitori, and present a hypothesis on how horimono came to be

represented in Kamigata Ukiyo-e.

Keywords: tattoo, Kamigata Ukiyo-e, Hokushi, Umekuni, Natsumatsuri Naniwa Kagami
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